The "Arabic" Incident

urge you to enact such laws at the earliest possible moment,
and feel that in doing so I am urging you to do nothing less than
save the honour and self-respect of the nation. Such creatures of
passion, disloyalty and anarchy must be crushed out. They are
not many, but they are infinitely malignant, and the hand of
our power should close over them at once. They have formed
plots to destroy property, they have entered into conspiracies
against the neutrality of the Government, they have sought to
pry into every confidential transaction of the Government in
order to serve interests alien to our own. It is possible to deal
with these things very effectually. I need not suggest the
terms in which they may be dealt with."
The message, up to a point, maintained an impartial attitude,
for it not only blamed the German-Americans but continued
in the following words, aimed solely at the many Americans
in London and Paris who disapproved of Wilson's policy of peace
and neutrality:
" I wish that it could be said that only a few men, misled
by mistaken sentiments of allegiance to the governments under
which they were born, had been guilty of disturbing the self-
possession and misrepresenting the temper and principles of the
country during these days of terrible war, when it would seem
that every man who was truly an American would instinctively
make it his duty and his pride to keep the scales of judgment
even and prove himself a partisan of no nation but his own.
But  it  cannot.    There are some men among us,  and  many
resident abroad who, though born and bred in the United States
and calling themselves Americans, have so forgotten themselves
and their honour as citizens as to put their passionate  sym-
pathy with one or the other side in the great European conflict
above their regard for the peace and dignity of the United States.
They also preach and practise disloyalty.    No laws, I suppose,
can reach corruptions of the mind and heart;  but I should not
speak of others  without also speaking of these and expressing
the even deeper humiliation and scorn which every self-possessed
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